
SCALE & PERSPECTIVE

Historical Foundations

Learning Target: I can critically think about how 

scale and perspective can shape how we learn 

about and view historical events. 

Agenda:

1. Scale and Perspective 

Notes

2. “David & Goliath”

3. Enduring Understandings



Reminders…

 Unit 1 Quiz on Historical Foundations Monday!

 Fact vs. Opinion

 Danger of a Single Story

 Perspectives

 “David and Goliath”

 Map Projections



Scale: Zooming in and Zooming out of History

8: Modern 

Revolution 
(late 1800s)

4: Creation 

of solar 

System and 

Sun
(4.5 Billion 

years ago)

5: Life on 

Earth
(4 Billion 

years ago)

6: Early 

Humans
(~160,000 

years ago)

7: Agricultural 

Revolution 
(3000-2500 BCE)

The Big 

Bang
(13.7 Billion 

years ago)















Scale

 There are both positives and negatives from taking 

a super close look , at 1 day of history, as well as 

+/- for looking at 100 years in 5 minutes. 



CRIMINAL OR HERO?



Importance of Perspective

 History is always told from a unique perspective

 Perspective and bias are inevitable, so it is critical 

that we understand our own biases and recognize 

that how they may alter our view of history

 “History is written by the victors”

 Are we only getting one side of the story?



A Unique Perspective on David & 

Goliath

 Who knows the story of David & Goliath?

 The quintessential “underdog” story

 Malcom Gladwell asks us to consider if the story we 
tell is actually what happened…

 David vs. Goliath

 As you watch:

 What is Gladwell’s Argument?

 What evidence does he use to support his argument?

 Does he convince you or not? Why or why not?

http://www.ted.com/talks/malcolm_gladwell_the_unheard_story_of_david_and_goliath?language=en#t-6260


How does this cartoon 

illustrate the importance 

of understanding scale 

and perspective?



 The media, our textbooks, etc. can chose to focus or 

“zoom in” on certain details and this will shape what 

we learn and how we perceive a subject or event.

 World History is thousands of years of history, we 

wont be able to cover everything. 

 Some things we will have to “zoom out” for or even 

“zoom by”.



Enduring Understandings

 Write me 2-3 well thought out, developed sentences 

about the importance of understanding scale and 

perspective when studying history 

 These will be “enduring” understandings meaning 

you should keep them in mind throughout the year


