
The Revolution 
Officially Begins!

Agenda:

1. Documentary

2. Predictions

3. Early Events of the 

French Rev. Notes

4. Readings

5. Documentary

Turn in:

1. Moderate 

Stage of the 

Revolution 

Reading



Today’s Goals:

O Analyze secondary sources such 

as readings and videos 

O Develop my understandings of 

the early events of the French 

Revolution.



Documentary

O Financial Crisis Clip!

O Questions 13-20



Entry Task
O On the worksheet, make 

predictions for three main events of 
the beginning of the French 
revolution.

O Predict what will happen in the 
event.

O Predictions box in on left-hand side 
of worksheet



National Assembly

O Third Estate declares themselves the 

National Assembly

O To pass laws in name of French people

O Challenges the idea of monarchy

O 1st step of the Revolution!



Tennis

O Locked out of their meeting room

O Tennis Court Oath:

O They break into a nearby tennis court and pledge to stay 

until a new constitution is drawn up
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The Bastille

O People in Paris believe the king is going to 

use force to regain power

O Parisians begin arming themselves



The Storming of the Bastille

O 1789

O Mob storms Paris 
prison to release 
prisoners – and get 
arms

O Attackers hacked the 
guard to death

O Becomes symbolic of 
the beginning of the 
Revolution



Great Fear
O Rumors & panic spread through France

O Peasants revolt against nobles

O Break into or burn down homes

O Women riot over rising price of bread

O Break into Versailles, kill guards



Learn more about each 
event

ORead article as a partnership

O In your chart, include at least 6 facts
from the article

OMake sure the facts come from the 
entire article (not just the beginning)

OWhen you’re done: 

ODraw a quick picture of each event



Documentary

O “To the Bastille” & “The People’s 

Friend”

O Questions 21 – 29

O (26:00 – 38:08)



The Declaration

O The National Assembly passes “The Declaration of 
the Rights of Man and of the Citizen”

O One of the most important gov’t documents in the 
history of the world

O Inspired by Enlightenment Ideas



Directions

O Your table will be assigned 2 of the listed rights

O You will summarize it in your own words on the right side 

of the paper

O Then you will present your summary to the class


