
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Racial Gap in Men's Sentencing 
By JOE PALAZZOLO 
WALL STREET JOURNAL 

Feb. 14, 2013 5:36 p.m. ET 

Prison sentences of black men were nearly 20% longer than those of white 

men for similar crimes in recent years, an analysis by the U.S. Sentencing 

Commission found. 

That racial gap has widened since the Supreme Court restored judicial 

discretion in sentencing in 2005, according to the Sentencing Commission's 

findings, which were submitted to Congress last month and released 

publicly this week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



For young people ages 18-25, the rates of use are higher for whites: 

 

Marijuana Use Rates Vs. Arrest Rates 

Black and white people use marijuana at roughly the same rates: 

 

 

But there is a wide gap in arrest rates: 

 



 

When It Comes To Illegal Drug Use, 
White America Does The Crime, Black 
America Gets The Time 
By Saki Knafo. Huffington Post. Posted: 09/17/2013 2:26 pm EDT Updated: 09/18/2013 10:43 am EDT 

 

White Americans are more likely than 

black Americans to have used most kinds 

of illegal drugs, including cocaine, 

marijuana and LSD. Yet blacks are far 

more likely to go to prison for drug 

offenses. 

Nearly 20 percent of whites have used 

cocaine, compared with 10 percent of 

blacks and Latinos, according to a 2011 

survey from the Substance Abuse and 

Mental Health Services Administration -- 

the most recent data available. 

 

Higher percentages of whites have also 

tried hallucinogens, marijuana, pain 

relievers like OxyContin, and stimulants 

like methamphetamine, according to the 

survey. Crack is more popular among 

blacks than whites, but not by much. 

Still, blacks are arrested for drug 

possession more than three times as often 

as whites, according to a 2009 report from 

the advocacy group Human Rights Watch. 

 

Of the 225,242 people who were serving 

time in state prisons for drug offenses in 

2011, blacks made up 45 percent and 

whites comprised just 30 percent, 

according to the Bureau of Justice 

Statistics. 

 

Jamie Fellner, author of the Human 

Rights Watch report, offered an 

explanation for this discrepancy. 

"The race issue isn't just that the judge is 

going, 'Oh, black man, I'm gonna sentence 

you higher,'" she said. "The police go into 

low-income minority neighborhoods and 

that's where they make most of their drug 

arrests. If they arrest you, now you have a 

'prior,' so if you plead or get arrested 

again, you're gonna have a higher 

sentence. There's a kind of cumulative 

effect." 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/saki-knafo/
http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/quicktables/quickconfig.do?34481-0001_all
http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/quicktables/quickconfig.do?34481-0001_all
http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/quicktables/quickconfig.do?34481-0001_all
http://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/related_material/8%20Fellner_FINAL.pdf
http://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/p12ac.pdf
http://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/p12ac.pdf


 

Racial Disparities [Differences] in Incarceration 

 African Americans now constitute nearly 1 million of the total 2.3 million 

incarcerated population 

 African Americans are incarcerated at nearly six times the rate of whites 

 Together, African American and Hispanics comprised 58% of all prisoners 

in 2008, even though African Americans and Hispanics make up 

approximately one quarter of the US population 
 

Drug Sentencing Disparities 

 About 14 million Whites and 2.6 million African Americans report using 

an illicit drug 

 5 times as many Whites are using drugs as African Americans, yet African 

Americans are sent to prison for drug offenses at 10 times the rate of 

Whites 

 African Americans represent 12% of the total population of drug users, 

but 38% of those arrested for drug offenses, and 59% of those in state 

prison for a drug offense. 

 African Americans serve virtually as much time in prison for a drug 

offense (58.7 months) as whites do for a violent offense (61.7 months). 

(Sentencing Project) 
 

Source: NAACP Criminal Justice Fact Sheet 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



There's blatant inequality at nearly every phase of the criminal justice system 

PUBLISHED IN BUSINESS INSIDER 

BY ANDREW KAHN AND CHRIS KIRK, SLATE 

Aug. 9, 2015, 9:35 PM 

1. Black Americans are more likely to have their cars searched. 

Police are three times as likely to search the cars of stopped black 

drivers than stopped white drivers, as the chart below, based on data 

from the Bureau of Justice Statistics, illustrates. Nationally, black 

drivers are also more likely to be pulled over and less likely to receive 

a reason for being stopped.  

 

 

2. Black Americans are more likely to be arrested for drug use. 

Police arrest black Americans for drug crimes at twice the rate of 

whites, according to federal data, despite the fact that whites use 

drugs at comparable rates and sell drugs at comparable or even 

higher rates. 

 

 

 

3. Black Americans are more likely to be jailed while awaiting trial. 

A 2014 study in New York City showed that blacks were more likely 

than whites or nonblack minorities to be in jail while they await trial, 

even after controlling for the seriousness of charges and prior record. 

Other research suggests that this disparity is often due to the fact that 

black defendants cannot afford to pay bail.  
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http://www.slate.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonkblog/wp/2014/09/09/you-really-can-get-pulled-over-for-driving-while-black-federal-statistics-show/
http://www.bjs.gov/index.cfm?ty=datool&surl=/arrests/index.cfm
http://www.brookings.edu/blogs/social-mobility-memos/posts/2014/09/30-war-on-drugs-black-social-mobility-rothwell
http://www.brookings.edu/blogs/social-mobility-memos/posts/2014/09/30-war-on-drugs-black-social-mobility-rothwell
https://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/nij/grants/247227.pdf
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/07/09/nyregion/09race.html
http://www.nyujlpp.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/Jones-Give-Us-Free-16nyujlpp919.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Black Americans are more likely to be offered a plea deal that 

includes prison time. 

The same study in New York found that black defendants are more 

likely to be offered plea deals that include prison time than whites or 

nonblack minorities. Even after controlling for many factors, including 

the seriousness of charges and prior record, blacks were 13 percent 

more likely than whites to be offered such deals. 

 

 

5. Black Americans may be excluded from juries because of their 

race. 

Researchers found that North Carolina prosecutors were excluding 

black people from juries in capital cases at twice the rate of other jurors, 

even when controlling for legitimate justifications for striking jurors, such 

as employment status or reservations about the death penalty. Other 

studies have shown that excluding black people from juries can 

influence deliberations and verdicts. For example, black defendants in 

capital cases with white victims are less likely to receive a death 

sentence if there is a black juror. 

 

6. Black Americans are more likely to serve longer sentences than 

white Americans for the same offense. 

A 2012 working paper found “robust evidence” that black male federal 

defendants were given longer sentences than comparable whites. 

Black men’s sentences were, on average, 10 percent longer than those 

of their white peers. This is partly explained by the fact that prosecutors 

are about twice as likely to file charges against blacks that carry 

mandatory minimum sentences than against whites.  
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https://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/nij/grants/247227.pdf
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/07/09/nyregion/09race.html
http://digitalcommons.law.msu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1330&context=facpubs
http://www.newyorker.com/news/news-desk/why-is-it-so-easy-for-prosecutors-to-strike-black-jurors
http://www.newyorker.com/news/news-desk/why-is-it-so-easy-for-prosecutors-to-strike-black-jurors
http://economics.ubc.ca/files/2013/05/pdf_paper_marit-rehavi-racial-disparity-federal-criminal.pdf

