
Unit 5A Vocabulary 

Define the following words in your journals. Include this sheet in the vocab section of your notebooks. 

1. Indulgence: Pardons for sins committed during a person’s lifetime which was sold by the Roman 

Catholic Church. 

2. Recant: say that one no longer holds an opinion or belief, especially one considered heretical. 

3. Diet of Worms: The Diet of Worms in 1521 was an imperial council that was convened to decide the 

fate of Martin Luther. A diet is an assembly or legislature. 

4. Protestantism: a form of Christian faith and practice which originated with the Protestant 

Reformation, a movement against what its followers considered to be errors in the Roman Catholic 

Church. It is one of the three major divisions of Christendom, together with Roman Catholicism and 

Orthodoxy. 

5. Counter-Reformation: was the period of Catholic resurgence initiated in response to the Protestant 

Reformation, beginning with the Council of Trent. 

6. Witch Hunt: the act of unfairly looking for and punishing people who are accused of having opinions 

that are believed to be dangerous or evil. 
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