
Unit 
5 

Modern World Takes Shape- Protestant 
Reformation 

WITCH HUNTS IN EUROPE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Burning Times 
1. What group of people started calling people 
witches and why? 

 

2. Which group was blamed most often for 

being witches? 

 

2a. Why do you think this group of 

people was blamed more? 

 

 

3. What are some of the things that happened if 

you were accused of being a witch? 

 

Myths about Witch Hunts 
1. What was one myth that you originally 
believed from the list?  
 
 
 
2. What myth were you most surprised by? 
Why? 
 
 
 
 
3. How many people died because of the witch 
hunts? Were you surprised by this number? 
Why or why not? 

 

Witch Trial Tests 
1. Which test(s) was related to religion? Did you 
think there would be more or less? Why? 
 
 
 
2. What are witch cakes? 
 
 
 
3. Which of these tests had you heard of before? 
 

 
 
 
4. Which test is the most bizarre in your opinion? 
Why? 

 
 
 
 
5. Do these seem like fair tests to determine 
whether a person was a witch or not? 
 
 

 

How the Accused were Punished 
1. How did witch hunters get confessions out of 
people? (Be specific) 
 
 
 
2. What were the common methods of execution 
for those accused of witchcraft? 
 
 
 
 
3. Why were witches burned? 
 
 
 
 
4. Which country was the most brutal for torture? 
Which country was the least brutal? 
 
 
 
 
5. What were some signs in a person’s home of 
witch craft? Are these fair ways of determining 
witch craft? 

 
 


